
 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Location: South Bay Cities Council of Governments 

(SBCCOG), Los Angeles County 

Timeframe: 2009 - 2010  

Project Partners: South Bay Cities Council of 

Governments (SBCCOG) 

 

Project Services 

• Local Use Vehicle (LUV) Strategies 

• Visualizations 

• Land Use strategies 

 

The purpose of this project was to assist the SBCCOG with a series of workshops to refine, 

present and build local government support for a "Sustainable South Bay Strategy." 

 

Goals 

• Accommodate Projected Growth 

• Provide Robust Mobility Alternatives 

• Relieve Traffic Congestion 

• Provide Vibrant Retail Centers 

• Reduce Stress on Aging Infrastructure 

• Strengthen City Revenues 

 

The 17 local jurisdictions that form the South Bay Cities Council of Governments represent 

first generation suburbs, and were predominantly built-out during the post-war expansion of 

the Los Angeles Urban core.  Initially developed as streetcar suburbs, and later adapted to 

vehicular traffic these areas are faced with the challenge of growing sustainably without the 

benefit of major planned transit infrastructure.  Based on a comprehensive small-area 

walking-trip travel surveys conducted by researchers from UC Irvine, this project developed 

a strategy for densification of retail options along traditionally auto-oriented corridors.  In 

addition the project examined multi modal transportation strategies including walking, 

biking, local neighborhood vehicles, and electric vehicle infrastructure.  In the end the 

project identified a Smart Suburb Strategy for the South Bay region.  

 

Results 

• Development Potential 

o Proposed Corner Commercial (1/4 Mile Square = 40 Acres total) 

� Combined Corners Accommodate: 

� 870,000 SF (One Story) 

� 1.75 Million SF (Two Stories) 

� Assumes 50% Lot Coverage 



o Existing Mid‐Block Commercial (3/4 Mile = 24 Acres total) 

� Approximately 366,000 SF (One Story) 

o Proposed Mid‐Block Residential (3/4 Mile = 24 Acres total) 

� Approximately 785 DUs (32 DUs/Acre) 

� Assumes 50% Lot Coverage (Two Stories) 

• South Bay Cities Council of Governments 

o Consider Formal Adoption of Shared Vision for a Sustainable South Bay 

Strategy 

o Presentations of Strategy to Individual Member Agencies 

� City Councils 

� Planning Commissions 

o Monthly Livable Communities Working Group (LCWG) Updates 

o Request SCAG to Integrate Strategy in Regional Sustainable Communities 

Strategy (SCS) Required by SB 375 

• South Bay Jurisdictions 

o Pursue Planning Grants that Support Shared Strategy 

o Consider Integration of Strategy in Key Planning Documents 


